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Debate on Heidegger's Research Method of His Later
Philosophy of Technology: Transcendental or
Empirical?

—— A Response to Verbeek's Interpretation

ZHANG Qiu-cheng

(School of Marxism, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110819, China)

Abstract: In his book What Things Do, Verbeek criticizes Heidegger’s research
method of his later philosophy of technology, which is thought to be transcendental
rather than empirical in that Heidegger fails to face artifacts themselves. It is a
misinterpretation because Verbeek mistakes the possible conditions of
transcendentalism for the essence, and views technology merely as artifacts.
Heidegger’s phenomenological deconstruction of his later philosophy of technology
is an empirical method of phenomenology instead of the one of Verbeek’s
naturalism. Studies on the philosophy of technology are supposed to transcend the
debate of concreteness and abstractness as well as holism. Moreover, the research
objects of later Heidegger and Verbeek should be integrated.
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