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A Corpus-based Study on the Syntactic and Semantic
Features of English Middle Constructions Used by
Chinese EFL Learners
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(Foreign Studies College, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110819, China)

Abstract; The research method of corpus linguistics is employed to describe how
well Chinese students are able to use middle constructions by exploring the
syntactic features of subjects, verbs and modifiers in such structures, as well as the
semantic relations among the three components. The results show that Chinese
students can use both patientives and locatives as subjects, various forms of verbs
as predicates, and prepositional phrases and adverbials as key modifiers to describe
the properties and states of subjects. Compared with native speakers, Chinese
students are inclined to choose the same verbs, and use fewer forms of verbs, zero
modifiers and atypical middle constructions. The frequency of middle construction
use does not show any statistically significant difference between Chinese students
and native speakers.
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