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A Metaphorical Framing Analysis of American Political

Discourses on Climate Change

—— Exemplification with Two Presidential Speeches on Paris Climate

Accord

HUO Ying , LIU Wei
(Foreign Studies College, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110819, China)

Abstract: In combination with the trinocular perspective and framing theory,
conceptual metaphors and their formation mechanisms in American political speech
discourses have been interpreted from three levels in an analysis of two selected
presidential speeches on climate change accord. Language forms of metaphorical
expressions as the surface structure are induced “from below”, text meanings as
the deep structure and metaphorical thinking are investigated “from roundabout”,
and mapping and functions of metaphors are analyzed “from above”, showing the
different positions and public policies on climate change for Democratic Party and
Republican Party in the United States, and highlighting the systematic, continuous
and dynamic metaphorical view of the two parties. Based on the surface and deep
structure, the linguistic nature, cognitive nature and social nature of conceptual
metaphors have been explored in depth from the trinocular perspective.
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