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A Study on Nickles’ View of Scientific Problems
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Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Nanjing 211171, China)

Abstract: Thomas Nickles believes that philosophy of science should shift its focus
from scientific theories to scientific problems; however, the empiricists’ viewpoints
of scientific problems cannot answer Meno paradox of problems, and the model of
scientific problems by Karl Popper overlooks the more profound conceptual
problem. Nickles proposes the constraint-inclusion modelof scientific problems,
and solves the above-mentioned problem from the perspective of problem solving.
He believes all the structural conditions that constrain problem solving define
scientific problems, and by problem reduction, scientists can unceasingly search for
more reasonable solutions in the process of defining problems more precisely. The
conceptual problem of Nickles can be expanded to scientific problems of theories
and concepts.
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