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A Corpus-based Study on Metaphorical Patterns in
American Educational Discourse
—— A Case Study on George W. Bush’s and Barack Obama’s Speeches

on Education

DONG Ge-fei » WANG Qian-gian
(Foreign Studies College, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110819, China)

Abstract: In order to explore the similarities and differences in educational concepts
between former American Presidents George Bush and Barack Obama, the author
collects the educational speeches delivered during their tenure to generate two
corpora and makes an analysis of their respective metaphorical patterns in
educational concepts with the help of Wmatrix —a tool for corpus analysis. The
research finds that both adopt journey, struggle, contest, investment, sports and
games metaphors, while war metaphor is used by Bush only, and building
metaphor is used by Obama only. Their metaphorical patterns also vary in terms of
metaphor productivity, conventionality and novelty. Such differences can be
attributed to the differences in educational concepts embraced by the two parties:
Strict Father Model by the Republicans attaching importance to rules and
discipline, and Caring Father Model by the Democrats stressing the constructive
role of education for the nation as well as for the individual.

Key words: metaphorical patterns of education; corpus-based metaphor study;
educational discourse; President’s speeches; Wmatrix soft
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x1 HHAHERHPHEBY EJIE
F5 i SRR 01 %1 02 %2 WEURSRE MR E WX
1 P1 6033 2. 84 1928 0.20+  12799.45 3. 86 Education in general
2 S2 3431 1.62 2728 0.28+ 4471.57 2.54 People
3 Gl.1 2321 1.09 1084 0.11+ 4 188. 37 3.31 Government
4 72 2803 1.32 3541 0.36+ 2 367.03 1. 88 Geographical names
5 E2+ 1721 0. 81 2 255 0.23+ 1391.91 1. 82 Like
6 S1. 2.4+ 542 0. 26 103 0.01+ 1347. 80 4.61 Polite
7 S8+ 1588 0.75 2020 0.21+ 1330.28 1. 87 Helping
8 X2. 6+ 611 0. 29 261 0.03+ 1 150. 30 3.44 Expected
9 799 2738 1.29 5684 0.58+ 1 065. 61 1.16 Unmatched
10 All. 1+ 944 0.45 955 0.10+ 1004. 74 2.20 Important
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®2 BREDHEFERHPHIBSEEIENE
JFE IS 01 %1 02 %2 XPEURAE PR E WX
1 P1 5979 2.93 1928 0.20+  13009.49 3.90 Education in general
2 799 3962 1.94 5684 0.58+ 3039.05 1.75 Unmatched
3 Gl.1 1596 0.78 1084 0.11+ 2415.16 2.83 Government
4 I1.1 1396 0.69 1235 0.13+ 1746.74 2.45 Money and pay
5 E2+ 1818 0.89 2255 0.23+ 1656. 14 1.96 Like
6 S2 1820 0.89 2728 0.28+ 1318.48 1. 69 People
7 13.1 1696 0.83 2747 0.28+ 1102.78 1.57 Work and employment: Generally
8 Z2 1974 0.97 3541 0.36+ 1095, 87 1.43 Geographic names
9 S8+ 1396 0.69 2020 0.21+ 1059.11 1.74 Helping
10 11. 2 955 0.47 1117 0.11+ 926.17 2.04 Money: Debts
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Ji€ % (Journey) behind(24), move (6), access (4), path reach(18), access (13), raise (10), behind

(4), center(3), reach out(2)
%5 3} (Struggle)

i %% (Contest)
(2), compete(2), strengthen(2)

fi% 4 (War) front line(11), objective(5)

FEV (Investment) fundir?g(4) , spending(3), spend(3), spent
(2), invest(2)

18 3 FILiE #k (Sports  goal(12), scores(2), competition(2)

and games)

4% (Building)

plan(12), progress (6), achievement(5),
mission(3), fulfill(3), strategy(2)

defense(4), boost(3), defend(3), boosts

(9), launched(6), beyond(6). path(5)
way(8), plan(7), strategy(4), figure out(3),
campaign(2) , strives(2), reward(2)

compete (9), lead (7), competitive (6), led
(4), boosting(3), promote(3)

investment (23 ), afford (18), investments
(13), debt(9), investing(7), funding(7)
goal (15), compete (9), competition (8),
competitive(6), goals(6)

build(5), door (4), rebuild (2), settle(1),
roof(1), built(1), rebuilding(1)

Bush’s speeches Obama’s speeches

journey
struggle
contest
investrnent
sports and games
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(@D There’s no more important subject than public @ So all along that education pipeline. too many
education. We must get it right to make sure no people,... (Sept. 21, 2009)
child is left behind. (Feb. 21, 2001) ® And that's why I'm committed to moving our
W @ And that’s why I'm confident the combination of country from the middle to the top of the pack in
i i an increase in spending coupled with education science and math education over the next decade.
iR & reform that holds people accountable is the right To meet this goal... (Nov. 23, 2009)
path for America to take. (Feb. 21, 2001) ® The quality of our math and science education
@ If you follow schools and if you follow public lags behind many other nations. .. (Feb. 18, 2011)
education. .. (Jan. 8, 2003)
@ ... in cities and suburbs and in rural areas can (@ It’s time to make education America’s national
W R help fulfill the .promise' of America’s youth mission. (Nov. 4, 2009‘)' . .
23] through excellence in education. (Apr. 23, 2001) @ So college affordability is the first part of the
® ... helping this nation make great progress when strategy that we're pursuing. (Aug. 9, 2010)
it comes to education reform. (Jun. 10, 2003)
@ ... as the global economy becomes more @ ...we set aside over $ 4 billion in the Recovery
competitive, a good education-++. (Oct. 9, 2007) Act to promote improvements in schools. (Jul. 24,
T @ ... and we realize we have failed in our 2009)
iﬁ.E obligations. No, accountability is a crucial part of @@ After all, for America to compete and to win in
3 educational excellence and educational reform. the 21st century, we know that we will need a
(Oct. 17, 2002) highly educated workforce that is second to none.
(Mar. 1, 2010)
@ The law is based on this premise: The federal @ ... at the very moment it's never been more
government invests money and education, and we important to have a quality higher education, the
ought to expect results in return for that cost of that kind of education has never been higher.
HER  investment. (Sept. 26, 2007) (Apr. 24, 2009)
Ea @ As you know., particularly in your state, there’s @ For less than 1 percent of what our nation spends
more than just spending money to education. (Apr.  on education each year, we've gotten almost every
11, 2001) state in the nation to raise their standards for
teaching and learning. (Feb. 9, 2012)
HE R @ Intelligence plus character, that is the goal of @ And in order to avoid having their schools

iz Bl Al true education. (Apr. 10, 2001)

labeled as failures, some states lowered their
standards in a race to the bottom. (Sept. 23, 2011)

(2) A7 Y By A L5

WA JH AR ] 1 B 5 X B BOR =2 4 WAL
R NS = 7 N T N - i1 SR TN
(metaphorical cluster)™*, B Ff Wi 4~ 5% P 4~ LA
A I A e [ A A M BRI AN

@ The goal of these reforms is to ensure
that every child in every school receives a quality
education. That’s the goal. (Bush, Apr. 12,
2001) Ol 74 By 3z 2l e iy | $5 9% et i )

@ If you're not meeting standards, listen
to the personal testimony of people in the front
line of public education, and listen to the joy in

their voices about achieving fantastic results. ..

(Bush, Jan. 8, 2004) (%% B iy . 4+ B i)

@ So as we invest in the building blocks of
innovation, from the classroom to the
laboratory. .. (Obama, Sept. 21, 2009) (# % &
WGy 8 SR G )

@ A

commitment to education is a budget that

budget that sacrifices our

sacrifices our country’s future. (Obama, Mar.
8+ 2011) (H B iy . A+ e mam)

T8 3 L €0 23 A kB I DA v R ) A 2
O A Bama A5 =X AN S ELRE R ST Y 5 38 HL A ]
F18 I i A5 2 Y 5 R =2 ) A A Sl O HUH T SR
HARI AN 7] 7 T . iR 3 By 5 B By (B W B
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T 00 [ i 3k 5 B L A R A ) 0 AR 5 [ e g
Feum A SO T 20 B AR J7 10 i 4 e e 2%
HHCE A AR R AN AR E CAn B QD) 5 4 e g 58
HH 3 D) IR R RCSR Y 5% B R (1) @ A
@) 5 £ BT e 55 P8 20T o i AR 9fE Cn s @D
@@ s FURE 5 1 2 Hemb M ah by, LR

Gitk @)

2. BERMEANERNY

B LR G [ Ah A A s 2 B
MRt A7 AR AR 22 25 5L A AS [ A o A5 2 A il
FH o BEAh A = = S 24 R A BN T

(1) M= 2 5

B T bR A A ] A o A5 = A L A A 7E L
OB PR R T e, SR Sl T
Fikangy . BARSIHINER 5 PR,

x5 HEHBFRMEXLM

B R i A PR RD

HH RS ORI BEPHERD

@ 1 didn’t need any theorists in the Department of
Education; 1 wanted somebody who had been on the front
. (Sept. 4, 2002)

@. .. we are nearing historic reforms in public education.

lines ,. .

This is a victory for every child and for every family in
America. (Jun. 20, 2001)

@..., we have an opportunity to build a new virtual
infrastructure to complement the education and training
community colleges can offer. (Jul. 14, 2009)

@ All of us have a role to play in building an education
system that is worthy of our children. .. (Jan. 6, 2010)

TE“ ZT 2 7 e A e TR
T 4 B 1 28 B AT 2 s AT R 97 TR Y
JHE B AR T 20T O B R (A €0 5 AT 20E ek
PR TR AT BBl @) . HE R EM
AR — 5 R R BT R B 3
) H AR TR — A R R T R
UNRESE RSN R SR P R S A E
TR IUCA J 2R G T 4 2R 4 e 2R S DT A A2
REEHE R

CHERAR Rt @R 2
Bk AR, HOH R AR, B
P8 il 245 g sl 2 A S 0 B 25 48 (ANl @D 5 B
R R WA, BT R R — RN
n@leomes) . WS “HE i R
A W AR R B O SRR R B A, BOE
PR 25 0 K 2 4 () 6 PR — HE A B2 SRR IR R L AR R
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(2) B ™ A2 5

By 7R AR 7T R rh A A IR H bRz
[F1) ) s T S o I A G i 7 3R] R A B R S OB
A5 S 36 FR Ry YR 3R Y [T S (resonance) , 7
B2 Ry 75— AR b A B R ] g R )
I A 7 3 15 B 2 2 g ol 41 3 g 5 [ s
(B2 BRI 7= R B o™, A, e g R
O K AF OB A b, T R4S mLFR
(metaphorical lemma-form ratio) {8 ,mLFR {H 5
Bem B =AY BT A B ALOE M, 5O R 2 B O I
FEH . mLFR {8 e 6 W e i 88 45 . BRI i
e e R, AR [T B A B — i TR P B
) el R A R 9 50 5 38 2 % T mLFR {E A] LA
S L A R R Iz R 24 B e A =R A
Famii, TRANSERINE 6 P,

®6 HMAMREBSHERHIERPRMWEES.@BEE mLFR &

" A AT 20F R AP R U R R
Bom A X

mIgfE W5 mLFR BN ME  FASE 5 mLFR
Jif¢ 3% (Journey) 1575 42.70 0.014 0 3379 37.50 0.006 8
1y 3} (Struggle) 731 19. 82 0.020 5 738 8.19 0.0217
3a %% (Contest) 570 15. 45 0.0316 1375 15. 26 0.0131
% 4 (War) 372 10. 08 0.0323
% (Investment) 231 6.26 0.0346 2750 30. 52 0.0015
IZ B M A (Sports and games) 207 5.61 0.0386 616 6. 84 0.014 6
% (Building) 153 1. 70 0.039 2
B 3686 9011
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R g e Y B B X 5 4 B BRUNT 7 2 (30. 52 /6 AR
Tt 34 e o o bGAE T AR AT 6. 26 26) s AR
B (1. 70 %) 7= 3R e A, 3 B Wby /6 W > 18 L P2
TRy A . e Ah, A A PE R & B W
(42. 70 %) Ry 2} Fahdy i 7= 22 (19. 82 ) ¥y T
O b3 T 45 5 B i (6. 26 %) B2 3 5l i iite ik B
Wy 1) 7= 22.(5. 61 90) PAIRF B L Eh i

(3) HILLAy 2 F0 37 75 % 22 5

PS8 R B A mLFR {H 25 5 &

FLOME 3 PR,
0.045
0.040
0.035

- 0.030

Epit

3 0.
0.015
0.010 |
0.005

| O At mLFR fi
B B R A mLFR R

0 a4 A
ki fsb o FEIE R4 R S @t
iRk
RS

B3 HmAmREBIFEHFFAKRERmERN mLFR E
A A A e & B (0. 014 0) B EL L 44
P BT A R A AKX 2 Bl R R B
(0. 038 6) R Fc a7 L 20 B I AR AY Baumg A =, L
B 5 2 F 9 VR A 4% BR O (0. 001 5) R d B2

P T AT B i A1 A B A =X, A A B (0. 039 2)
JERCHTAT L B KR B AL A A R
733k B (0. 020 5) Y R 24 B v T R I g U
(0.021 7) A7 BEAR T U (0 Sh s k. 59 AMAi 11
PP 34 BA T (0. 014 0) L 3% FEF&AIR1 (0. 031 6) .
G Ba (0. 034 6) .38 Bl FE A& By (0. 038 6) 1Y
JL 240 406 T B B 9 v g () 28 g A XL e
AR TR D EE R

M, mAMEESHERMW
R 7 R R B 5 i

Trif « KoL« At S ERIF « BE D55 5IE
JEE 43 44 L E K BGE, BT Ak e AL E A A
RN | AN S =l i O E 0 B R o
I = AR 2 e A5 ) i O T A AR A 2 v
WMz, H 22 57 A R A H AR IR
B 38 3k 6 PR Y B R] Y 58 A S BOG 2T
HhAZ 0 E N ANE S o br, EER G Ry = A5 .
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