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The Theoretical Form and Misreading Paradigm of
Constructivism in Moral Theory of Marx and Engels

JIN De-nan
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; The moral theory of Marx and Engels affirms the dynamic and practical
characteristic of human beings as moral subjects. It clarifies the dominant role of
productive labor and material benefits on morality, completes the theoretical
criticism of ideological “moral theory”, and reserves the theoretical space for moral
constructivism. At the same time, it describes a rigorous system which takes the
realistic individual as the subject, the action and construction of morality as the
procedure, and the “real person’s morality” as the goal. It shows the essential
characteristics of the moral constructivism. Because of the misreading of the
theoretical form of constructivism in the moral theory of Marx and Engels, there
has been a simple emphasis on the moral deconstruction of the moral theory of
Marx and Engels, ignoring its moral construction significance, or vice versa, which
has fueled to boost the thoughts of “ethical socialism” and “anti-moralism of Marx
and Engels”, making them the two theoretical errors in people’s scientific
understanding of the moral theory of Marx and Engels.
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