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Representation and Isomorphism: Physical Symptoms,

National Decline and People’s Disease

—— Focusing on Disease Narration in Modern China’s Little City Novels

QIU Shi-yue
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Disease is not only a research object of medical science, but also an
important content of literary description. In modern China’s little city novels,
disease has become a carrier by surpassing the concrete physiological symptoms and
medical significance. The disease narration in modern China’s little city novels is
characterized by multiple directivity, which has both physical reflection and
metaphysical thinking. In these novels, the disease narration is placed in a broad
social context and the disease description includes both social and ideological
connotations of that specific time. The disease narration is not only the description
of individual physical symptoms, but also the revelation of China’s social
characteristics in sickness. The disease of the people and the decline of the nation
have become a representation and isomorphism, which express the writers’ more
profound reflection and questioning on the social realities and current situations of
the nation.
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