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On W. E. B. Du Bois’ s “DoubleConsciousness” and Its Influence on
Black American Literature

GUO Xiaoyang, MA Yan-hong
( Foreign Studies College, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110004, China)

Abstract: Introducing W. E. B. Du Bois and the concept of double consciousness he interpreted, this paper
illustrates the reasons why Black Americans suffered the nward ambivalence and interior dilemma. The
term “ double consciousness” drawn on by Du Bois was mainly from two main sources — European
Romanticism and American Transcendentalism. The connotation of double consciousness is discussed in
both the figurative and symbolic senses. The paper points out that the “ double consciousness” revealed not
only the two-ness of African America but also the dilemma of Black writers. It illustrates the reasons why
sustaining tension of assimilation and separation lasted long in the African American literature. The
continuing influence of Du Bois’ s works suggest the extent to which he succeeded.
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Vocabulary Instruction by Virtue of the Three Stages of M emory

DON G Gefei', FAN Chang-zheng’
(1. Foreign Studies College, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110004, China 2. School of International Relations,
Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136, China)

Abstract: T he psychological study on memory reveals that memory is a com plicated cerebral phenomenon of
processing information, which can be generally divided into three stages: sensory storage, shortterm
memory and long-term memory. Based on such study, the content and method of vocabulary instruction
should be in accordance with the working mechanism of human memory. Language teachers should be
aw are of the priority in vocabulary instruction and had better not overburden students’ memory. T he aim of
vocabulary teaching is to facilitate the transference of information from short-term memory to long term
memory by stimulating the students’ various senses, activating as much old information as possible when
imparting something new, recycling learned words and finally cementing them in long-term memory. The
most important aspect of vocabulary teaching is to foster learner’ s independence so that learners will be able
to deal with new lexes and turn them into productive ones.
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